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ANGLAIS
ROAD SAFETY: A PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE

Throughout the world, roads are bustling with cars, buses, trucks, molorcycles, mopads and othar
lypes of two- and three-wheelers. By making the transportation of goods and people faster and more
afficient, these vehicles supporl economic and social development in many countries. But while
motorized travel provides many benefits, it can slso do serious harm unless safety is made & priority.
Pedesirians and cyclists using roads are particularly at risk. Crashes ane freguent. Deaths and injuries
are commaon.

If current trends continue, the number of peaple killed and injured on the world's roads will rige by
more than 60 % batween 2000 and 2020, Most of these injuries will eocur in developing countries where
mare and more people &re using motorized transport. In these countries, cyclists, motorcyclists, users of
public franspor, and pedesirians are especially vuinerable 1o road traffic injurias,

There are solutions 1o the road safely problem. & wide range of effective interventions exist, and
experlence in countrles with long histaries of molorized travel has shown that a scientific "systems
approach” to road safely is essential 1o tackling the problem. This approach addresses the traffic system
as a whole and looks at the inleractions between vehicles, road users and the road infrastructure to
mentify solutions,

Thers is no single blueprint for read safety. Interventions and sirategies that wark in one selling
may nead to be adapled elsewhere, According 1o the WHO, inferventions should be facused specifically
on five of the many factors that cause road traffic deaths and Injuries. Speed contributes to at least 30 %
of road raffic crashes and deaths. For every 1 kmeh increase in speed there is a 3 % Increass in crash
injurles and a § % increase in the risk of a fatal crash, Padestrians are eight timaz more likely to ba killed
oy cars traveling at 50 kendh than 30 kidh. Setting and enforcing speed limits, designing roads acsording
to their functions, stationary enforcement, traffic calming measures such as spead bumps and traffic
circlas, education and public information are key interventions to fight accidents related to spead.

Alcohol Impairment also causes road crash injuries. Any level of slcohol in the blaad increases
the risk of crashes, The risk of crashes increases significantly with blood alcehal concentrations greater
than 0.04 pldl. Key interventions to alcohol-related accidents consist in selting and enforcing alcohal
concantration limits, arganizing media campaigns and taklng tough and swift penaliies for offendsers.

Wearing helmets and fastening seat-bells can also reduce deaths. Head frauma is the main
cause of death and disability in drivers of molorized two-wheelers. Laws on helmet wearing, penaliiss for
non-users and targeted information campaigns are the key interventions to prevent deaths due to lack of
helmets. Seat-belt usage has saved more lives than any other road safety intervention, According to the
WHD, seal-belis reduce fatal or serious injury by 40-65 %. So setting and enforcing seat-belts use seem
to be a key inlervention.

Lack of vislbility, that iz the abilily to see and be seen, is alse considered as ane cause of road
crash injuries. Maotorized vehicles using daytime running lights have & crash rate 10-15 % lower than
those that do not. Gne-third of pecple hit on the road report they had difficulty seaing the vehicle; almast
half of drivers have difficulty in seeing the pedestrians. Key Intarventions to this problom are strest
lighting, daylime running light for twe-wheelers and cars, reflactors on vehicles and reflactive clothing for
people.

The loss and suffering associated with road traffic deaths and injurles are preveniable, Roads
can be made safer with firm political will and an integrated approach that addresses vehicles, (he psople
who use rogds, and fhe road infrastructure,

"World's First Read Death”, Werld Health Organization (WO, March 2004,
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. READING COMPREHENSION 8 marks
A. Circle the letter corresponding to the correct answer. 2 marks
1. According to the WHO, ...
a, there are |l2ss road accidents than in the past;
b. there are mare road accidents than in the past;
¢. thersis a decrease of road accidents.
2. In the coming years, the main victims of road accidents will be people living In ...
a, developing countries;
b. developed countries;
c. the praximity of the road.
4. "There is no single blueprint for road safety" means that...
a. making blue roads is the way to solve the problem of road safety worldwide;
b. the solutions to safety road are exactly the same;
€. the soluticns to safety differ from one situation to another.
4, "This problem" (line 37) refers to ...
a, the ability to see and be sean;
b. using daytime running lights;
c. lack of visibility;
B. Fill in the chart below with information from the text. 3 marks
Road crashes today
Causes ! Conseguences ] Suggested solutions
Biie - Pedestrians are often | - Bumps and traffic circles
killed | Bvviiieisireinianiennn,
Fatan - Higher crash risks O e Lo den e racs e Lt S
= = — - Taough and swift penalties
9. . = Higher crash rate - Slreet lighting
0. i

C. Read paragraph 6 and complete the passage below meaningfully. 1 mark

11.

WHO experts say In their final report that the use of ..................... can help
reduce significantly the high death rate among drivers of motorized two-wheelers.
For four-wheelers such as cars and buses, they recommend .......oocoeevne.n.
which, thay think, is by far the best safety prevention.

D. Are these statements true or false? Justify with relevant quotes from the text.

12,

13

2 marks
The numbers of victims will more than double within 20 years unless something
Is done about road accidents. ... e
To fight against the fraquency of road accidents, the WHO recommends that all
factors be taken into account instead of just selecting a faw of them. ............
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II. LINGUISTIC AND COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE 6 marks

E. Talla, a bus driver, and Niokhor, his friend, are discussing the frequency of road
accidents today. Complete their dialogue coherently and meaningfully. 2.5 marks

Niokhor: I've heard on the radio that the road kils more than AIDS in this country,

That's horrible!
Talla: it's a fact] But as a driver, | think that it's because our roads
Niokhor: Come on! Don't put the blame on roads, ............... e YOU 7 [15)

Talla: So, according 10 YOu, ...ovovcrver i iee e e

Niokhor: It's clear that only drivers are to blame.

Talla: | totally disagree with you! \We drivers are rezponsible enough!

L T - (17)

Talla: To me, apart from building quality roads, undisciplined pedestrians have to stop
crossing the road as they want,

Niokhor; | partly agree with you. But if all careless drivers ware seversly punished,
BOCIBIIE. . o s S i s T S T e s e b o oA {18)

S L+

F. Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the words in brackets. 2 marks

Beyond the suffering they cause, road traffic crashes can put families in a situation
of (18 {poor). Crash (200, ..o {survive) and their
families struggle to cope with long-term consequences of the event such as the
(21).vieiieiine.. (@bility) of the breadwinner, the cost of medical care and
rehabilitation, and other types of (22)........................ (finance) expensas,

G.Choose the correct form of the verhs in brackets to complete these sentences,
1.5 marks
23) In most regions of the world, the phenomenon of road frafic crashes
....... now. (has spread / spread / is spreading).

24) More than 1.2 million PEOPIE ... ................................. on the raad every year,
(die / are dying ! died)
25) Since 2000, many people .......... cererarearennnaas [N TORM aceidents,

(have killed / have been killed / have been killing)

IN.WRITING 6 marks
Choose ONE topic and write about 150-200 words.

Topic 1: In Senegal, due to the increasing number of road accidents, the authorities have
decided to exercise a new policy of zero tolerance against maotoring offenders, What do
you think can be the strengths and limits of such an initiative? Give your opinion.

Tople 2: A man whose daughter has been victim of an accident just in front of her school
Is wrifing a leter to the Minister of Education to complain about the lack of safety around
schools.



